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Middlesex Water Company
Item 5. Other Events

NEWARK, DE and ISELIN, NJ -- September 17, 2001 -- Artesian Resources
Corporation (NASDAQ:ARTNA) and Middlesex Water Company (NASDAQ: MSEX) today
annouces that they are in negotiations regarding the sale of Middlesex's
Delaware subsidiary, Tidewater Utilities, 1Inc., to Artesian. Any agreement
resulting from these negotiations would be subject to approval by the Boards of
Directors of Artesian and Middlesex and the Delaware Public Service Commission.
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